The Middle School Arts Magnet for students in grade 6-8 provides enrichment and instruction in literary,
theatre, and dance arts. Learning experiences encourage students to work independently and collaboratively to
develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and enhance self-esteem. Excellence in the arts is a natural
extension of the middle school academic program.
Students take three 55-minute classes (Literary Arts, Theatre Arts, and Dance Arts) at the York County School of
the Arts (SOA) facility at Bruton High School. These students also take four classes (history, math, science, and an
elective/Exploratory Wheel or foreign language) at Queens Lake Middle School. Students participating in the
Middle School Arts Magnet begin their day at Queens Lake Middle School with two classes and then travel to
SOA at BHS for Literary Arts (every day), Theatre Arts and Dance Arts (alternating days). Following the Magnet
classes, students are transported back to Queens Lake Middle for lunch and the final classes of the day.

Who’s Eligible?






Students must have received or earned a “C” or
above in the first or most recent semester of
their English course.
Students must have earned a passing score (400
or above) on the English: Reading Standard of
Learning (SOL) assessment in the previous school
year (or an equivalent achievement test from
another state).
Applicants in grades 6 & 7 who do not currently
meet these criteria may choose to reapply for
admission the following year.

Additional Information






Students admitted to the Middle School Arts
Magnet must enroll at Queens Lake Middle School
as their home school.
Parents of students zoned for TMS, GMS, and YMS
are responsible for transportation to and from
Queens Lake Middle School
Enrollment in the Middle School Arts Magnet does
not guarantee acceptance into the School of the
Arts in grade 9.
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and the mediocre in the arts. (These courses serve as middle school electives.)
Dance Arts Participation in dance as a healthy lifestyle as well as an art form;
exploration of creative dance, improvisation, the basics of choreography, and a
variety of dance forms; consideration of the diversity of style, historical, and
cultural aspects of dance arts. (These courses replace middle school physical
education courses.)

What Students Say About mSAM
“To me, mSAM is a second family where I can showcase my emotions and
feelings. It is a place where I can broadcast what I am thinking; which I would call
home.”
- Logan Richardson
“To me, mSAM means a lot, and I’ve learned each year is different. It teaches
you, taught me, to be bold and not to be shy. The memories of each year are
what I cherish and will remember when I’m old and wrinkly.
- Avia Aztor
“mSAM is my home away from home. It’s my safe and happy place where I feel
free to express my true self and not be judged. And to also be surrounded by
crazy amazing people.”
- Robyn Emery
“mSAM has been such a great opportunity. Everyone says it’s like a family, and
no matter how cheesy it is, they are so right. I love mSAM and it’s
one of the best decisions I’ve made.”
-Julia Laarhoven

For more information, contact:
Keith Wright
ACC/mSAM Administrator
Queens Lake Middle School
757-220-4076
kwright@ycsd.york.va.us

302 Dare Road, Yorktown, VA 23692
757-898-0300, yorkcountyschools.org
In the York County School Division, students will be admitted,
retained, dismissed, assigned, and/or transferred and be allowed
to participate in all programs and activities in the York County
School Division without regard to race, color, creed, sex, national
origin, political affiliation, age, disability, or belief, except as
permitted by state or federal law.

