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HAPPY HOMECOMING

Clippers danced the night away at their 2021
Homecoming dance! It was a night full of fun,

BY SARAH AHMAD

music, games, and groovy moves. Bright colored
lights and smoke from the DJ station made for a
lively event! The dance was held outdoors, under
a spacious white tent to ensure that it met all
Covid safety regulations. Students were so
grateful to be able to enjoy a fun night with their
friends after missing out on a dance last year due
to Covid. Senior Kylie Califore says, “I think that
the outdoor tent made the best out of an
interesting situation. When I was hearing about
the plans for it, I really couldn’t picture how it
would be but when I got there I saw how it all
came together. I’m so glad I got to have a normal
homecoming my last year!” However, the dance
wasn’t the only fun filled event for Grafton
Clippers that week! The day before, seniors
attended their last Homecoming Pep Rally. The
SCA worked hard to put it together for the class of
2022 to enjoy, and it was a success! Seniors
participated in various games such as toilet
papering their teachers and finishing song lyrics.
The Emcees, Yana Vora and Kolby Hoge, did a
great job of running the Pep Rally and getting
everyone hype for homecoming!
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SPIRIT WEEK
Freshmen Caleb
Henegar, Elauren
Schrag, Elauryn
Talayumptewn
worked together to
put together the
leaves that included
all names of the
class of 2025.

The Sophomore class of 2024 hallway had the
theme of mountains for Homecoming 2021.

(right) Seniors Talia
Anderson, Jamia

(above) Piecing together parts of a Taxi
Cab, Junior Fiona Lin spent the afternoon
helping class of 2023 decorate their

Anthony, and Yunseo
Chung painting and

hallway to represent the theme 'Travel'.
"We spent several hours building each part

adding glitter to waves
on paper for the senior
hallway

of the display before we could put it up,
but when it all came together we were
super excited to see the final product,"
Junior Lin said.

(right) Seniors Daniel
Noble and Joseph Bui
working to create
things for the Senior
hallway.

before they are

(below) Seniors Destini
Moore, Aspen Burton,
Mackenzie Billings are
joined by Physics
teacher Mr.Greene

displayed in the senior
hallway

during the hallway
decorating night to

(below) Senior Jada
Baldwin assembling
fish for students to put
their names on them

view the colorful fish
before they were hung
on the wall

(right) Juniors
Tatum Humphries,
Emilee Green, and
Sydney Leppa
decorating their
hallway

(left) Sophomore
Sophie Britton hangs
snowflakes on the
roof of the sophomore
hallway
(below) Juniors Simon
Madrigal, Phung Vu,
Josh Thedford, Gary
Amole, Sam Dabbs
painting a sign
together

(left) Freshmen
Piper Webb, Olivia
Wasson, Sophia
Steele hanging
flowers in the
sophomore
hallway during the
decorating night
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(left) Junior
Skye Whiting
painted the
iconic NYC
landmark of
the Statue of
Liberty. It took
her almost 3
days to paint
the statue with
all the details it
includes.
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HOMECOMING GAME AND
SENIOR PEP RALLY

(above) Seniors Ariana Jimenez, Haylee Bertola, and
Layci Mctaggart repping red apparel at the
homecoming game against New Kent

(left) GHS
teacher
Mr.Haigh,
participating
in a game at
the Senior
Pep Rally

Courts and
Marching
Band
Halftime

(left) The
homecoming courts
standing after
walking through the
NJROTC isle
(right) Marching
band and
Color Guard
performance during
the football game
halftime
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ON THE ROAD TO STATES

KICKOFF THE
SEASON WITH JV

BY: FAITH SWINDLER
Each of the seniors have embraced the
opportunities offered by the volleyball team.

The Grafton Varsity Volleyball Team huddles
up to celebrate their victory against York.

The Grafton High School volleyball team has had
a successful season thus far. With a current
record of 14 – 0 in the Bay River District, the
Grafton volleyball team has a significant chance
of becoming state champions. Leading the team
are seniors, Alyssa Talayumptewa, Deana Pigue,
Naomi Smalls, and Destini Moore. Although it is
their last year on Grafton’s team, these players
have learned valuable lessons and made good
memories.

Alyssa Talayumptewa is a middle blocker on the
Grafton team and has dedicated herself to being a
great teammate. She said, “I make sure to play for
the team, not myself,” which shows her devotion
to not only the sport but also her fellow players as
well. Deana Pigue, the back libero, encourages her
teammates to put their best effort into every play
and work as hard as they can. She values team
bonding and said, “My favorite memory as a
Grafton volleyball player has definitely been all
the moments with the team this year.” Naomi
Smalls plays as a right side and middle on the
varsity volleyball team. One of the important
lessons she has learned from playing for Grafton is
“that although winning is fun, that’s not what the
sport is all about. It’s about being on a team and
making memories.” During her five years on
Grafton’s team, Naomi has learned the value of
high school athletics. Like her teammates, Destini
Moore values the memories and experiences
gained from the Grafton volleyball team.

BY: ANDY WHIPKEY
Work Hard, Play Harder
As the team overcame the obstacles of limited players and
COVID restrictions, they are stronger than ever! "Besides
taking away some of our games, I don't think COVID had a
huge impact on our performance. We just need to work
harder during this off-season," Freshman Victor Jackson
said.

Continuing the Hustle!
Despite everything, the team stayed incredibly positive and
dedicated to their conditioning and team bonding. "The JV
team has had some ups and downs throughout the season,
but through everything, we have given max effort every day
at practice, and have had a great time bonding as a team,"
Freshman Ezekiel Hurst said. The team focused heavily on
planning for their off-season and hope to encourage more
players to join their program, next season. With high hopes
for next season, Hurst hoped for more students to join the
program and for their team to win more games. "I believe
everyone had a good time and will come back next year for
another great year," Hurst said.

SPRINTING INTO THE SEASON
BY: ANDY WHIPKEY
Two Teams, One Dream!
As the Cross Country teams come together with their latest
season, they have already planned out their goals. Despite
having separate teams, both teams have won BRD meets and
invitationals, striving to continue their success during state
meets. "As a team, we are working on relevancy, which is crucial
for placing at the state meet. Our goals are to look strong at the
state meet, continuing the relevancy, and for the boy's team to
take first place," Junior Kayla Fields said.

Junior Varsity players compete against York High
School. Photo by Skip Barber.

Grafton Goals
As both teams continued their training in relevancy, building
endurance, they prepared for the upcoming Nike Cross Regionals
and the Footlocker South Regionals, where they would compete
with top athletes in the South Region. The teams worked
together to prepare for placing top ten in these races to qualify

Junior Kayla Fields competing in
Glory Days Invitational.
Photo by Candid Color.

for nationals. "Now we are able to go to invitationals as a team
and see how well we do in our region and class," Fields said.

Varsity team members Jocelyn Hurst and Kayla
Fields competing against Warhill.

FIELD HOCKEY

THE GOLF TEAM

FAMILY

GOES FOR THE

BY: ALLISON CANDELARIO

GREEN

A team above all. Above all, a team.

BY: FAITH SWINDLER
Not green on trust or dedication.
The Grafton golf team has had a successful season.
During August, the coed team prepared for their first
tournament, while battling the excruciating heat and
humidity. Currently, members of the team are
preparing for state tournaments despite the windy
autumn weather. The team’s adaptability, positive
attitude, and hard work has helped them succeed.

Michelle Cloud, Madison Larson, Hanna Borgstrom, Lilly
McDermott, and Kiera Brown celebrate after a tournament.
(Photo by Madison Larson)

Like most sports, golf is a mental game. Junior Hanna Borgstrom said, “You really have to trust yourself,
your game, and your swing to perform well.” Although golf is a team sport, the game is highly selfdependent. Players must have confidence, patience, and dedication to become great golfers. Above all,
high school athletics has taught students on the Grafton golf team to trust their abilities, persevere, and
work toward their goals.

With the field hockey season-ending, the players look
over the best and most important memories during this
season’s games. Se, expressed, “[she is] tremendously
proud of how far [they’ve] come this year…Coach Feiner
and Coach Madeline’s talents and personalities
complement each other so well and had been crucial to
our success.” As eleven players will be graduating this
year our Grafton coaches and their teammates are
excited to see all the places each graduating player will
go. All players expressed how the people you train with
and cry with are sacred and they will always act as a
second family going into adulthood. Catch our Grafton
Field Hockey players during the post-season as they
continue to sharpen their skills and grow as a team.
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Trunk or Treat

SPOOKY SEASON
By: Yana Vora

By Caroline Morris

It is officially spooky season at Grafton! With the leaves changing colors and
pumpkin patches opening, Spooky Season and fall traditions are in motion. With the
return of fall comes beloved traditions such as hayrides, pumpkin carving, apple
picking, watching scary movies, and celebrating Halloween. Senior, Naomi Smalls
says, “My favorite thing about going apple picking was going with my friends and
taking pictures of the beautiful scenery. We got some really good donuts too!” Naomi
also says, “My favorite fall tradition is carving pumpkins!”

Another Spooky Season tradition that
Grafton students love to take part in is the
Trunk or Treat! This year, GHS will be
teaming with Grafton Bethel Elementary
School on Oct. 29 in the back parking lot
at Grafton High School. Make sure to wear
your Halloween costumes and we hope to
see you there! No matter what your
favorite fall tradition is, we hope everyone
has an amazing Spooky Season!

Science National Honor Society at Trunk
or Treat. Photo by Bao Hoang.
Halloween orginates from the Victorian era
celebration known as All Saint’s Day, or All
Hallow’s Eve, which developed from the
ancient Celtic holiday Samhain, in which
people celebrated the change of seasons
by worshipping their ancestors. They
disguised themselves using animal hides
to ward off evil spirits. As a result of their
close proximity to the Celtic, the Scottish
and Irish have also played a major role in
influencing the holiday's traditions by
popularizing activities such bonfires and
apple bobbing. Despite this, the modern
concept of trick or did not exist until the
early 1930s, and it was not until recent
years that events such as trunk or treats
have become popular. This year, Grafton
hosted a trunk or treat with Grafton Bethel
Elementary School where honor societies
and clubs volunteered to decorate cars and
hand out candy to little kids from their
cars. Throughout the night, there were
lines behind every car. "It was really fun
[being able to take] my siblings to
Grafton's trunk or treat and see everyone's
cars, especially since we couldn't have one
last year,” senior Eva Parker said.

(Left) Kaitlyn Parker and Naomi Smalls at an apple
picking field

KIRKWOOD
PUMPKIN
PATCH
By: Isabel Lewis
Looking for fun Halloween activities?
Check out Kirkwood Presbyterian
Church's Pumpkin Patch and
Pumpkin Palooza! The pumpkin
patch is open for all of October, and
the pumpkin palooza is open on
Saturday, October 23 from 11am-5pm.

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church's
pumpkin patch

Arba Williamson, who has been working the pumpkin patch and pumpkin palooza for
several years, says that “This has been a tradition at the church for 21 years to try to get
more young families to the church.” The Pumpkin Patch also acts as a fundraiser for the
church and charitable causes. "Most of the proceeds go to the Navajo civilization in New
Mexico,” Williamson states. Of the money the church keeps for themselves, 70% goes to
local and international missions. The other 30% goes to a church that Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church supports in the Congo. Kirkwood usually raises around $50,000,
using $18,000 for church funds.

Upcoming events

French National Honor Society at Trunk
or Treat. Photo by Caroline Morris.

Oct. 26: Marching Band Expo
Oct. 29: Trunk or Treat
Nov. 1: Senior Make-Up Day
Nov. 1: Field Hockey Impact Night
Nov. 1: Field Hockey Varsity Regionals
Nov. 3: JV Football vs. Poqouoson
Nov. 4: Varsity Field Hockey Regionals
Nov.4: Varsity Boys Cross Country Regionals
Nov. 5: Football/Cheer Impact Night
Nov.5: Football Varsity Game
Nov.6: Varsity Cheerleading State Tournament
Nov. 13: American Heart Association Walk
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Book Reviews

The Stranger
Game by Cylin
Busby

Reviewed by Parker Myer
Inspired by the spooky season, I decided to read more thriller
novels. I found that Collen Hoover, one of my favorite
authors, had a book that was a thriller. Verity by Collen
Hoover is in the genre of psychological thriller/ romance/
mystery/ adult fiction. Verity follows Lowen who is a
struggling writer and is in need of a job offer. She randomly
runs into a man when she is in a high-stress situation.
Spilling substance over her shirt the man offers her his shirt.
She gratefully takes it and runs off to her meeting, where she
runs into her fellow agent Corey, whom she has an
interesting path, who comments on her strange attire.

Reviewed by: Ariana Jimenez
What happens when Nico's
sister comes back with no
memory of her life? In The
Stranger Game by Cylin
Busby, a teen girl whose
older sister goes missing
captures the life-changing
disappearance and return of
her sister.

After Nico's sister goes missing, she lives her life with just herself and her
parents. They did things as a family of three now instead of four. All while
her mom frantically tried searching for her sister, Nico was seemingly
living her best life. She no longer had a sister to degrade her and make
her feel bad about herself. She no longer had an older spoiled sister who
acted as if she was the best person in the world. It was only her for a
while and she liked it that way. 4 years later her sister returns with no
memory of the time she’s been missing or if she was kidnapped or ran
away. The story alternates between Nico and her sister, Sarah’s, point of
view of their lives. Sarah’s point of view gives some insight into the last 4
years of her life and what happened to her. This did cause some
confusion for me before I knew who the characters were and their
stories, but as I read on everything continued to make more and more
sense. They end up finding out that she has amnesia and does not
remember anything of the years she’s been missing. Sarah’s point of
view tells of the abuse she endured while under the “care” of other
people, yet she has no memory of it to tell her family after her return.
Even after Sarah’s return to the family, it is hard for Nico to get used to
her again. Nico noticed that her sister was no longer the same person
she remembered from 4 years ago. This “new” Sarah was thin, timid, and
nice to her while her old self used to be mean and an athletic star. This
story goes over their reunion and attempts to return to normal life while
also trying to figure out what happened to Sarah. To find out exactly
what happened to Sarah, find the book and read it for yourself! There are
a few copies located in the GHS library where you can check them out. I
hope you enjoy this story about a family reunion with the interesting
moments that occur.

Verity by Colleen Hoover

Led into the room by Corey, she meets two strangers and surprisingly the man she just ran
into. Later she finds out his name is Jeremy Crawford and he needs someone to finish his
newly disabled wife’s series. She ends up accepting and moving into his house to work in
her study, and you can tell how this is going to pan out. Lowen finds this disturbing
manuscript that the wife had written and seemed like she wanted the kids dead so she
could receive the husband’s full love which was disturbing.
After Lowen obtains the new information for the wife’s view she becomes extremely
paranoid. One of the biggest questions during this book is whether the wife is truly
paralyzed or if she is acting disabled to obtain her husband’s full concern and attention.
The story honestly keeps becoming more gravitating and extremely disturbing. There is a
conspiracy that the mother killed one of her twin daughters because she did not like her
as much as the other twin, who passed away that same year from an allergic reaction,
While reading, I did have a theory while reading this too, that the husband was the
miscreant character in this. There were sometimes when his wording seemed off, and he
seemed suspicious. But, spoiler alert, my suspicions were correct about the wife not
actually being paralyzed. When Lowen shows Jeremy the manuscript, Jeremy irrationally
decides to kill his wife and restart the life of his family. As the story continues, Lowen feels
entirely proud of herself after exposing Jeremy’s wife for faking her disability: make Jeremy
see his wife for who she truly was, and have Jeremy as her own. When his wife dies, they
move on with their lives and create a new one of their own, but they come back a couple
of months later after moving out of his previous house, and Lowen discovers something - a
note. This note is written by the wife who declares her own side of the story and her own
innocence. But the worst part of this is Lowen never shows Jeremy. There is this chance
that he had killed her, and her innocent mother, and ended up being in love with another
woman. Lowen just seems selfish that she doesn’t show him, and then also seems like she
herself had some part in this, which of course she didn’t. But, now at the end of the book,
with no sequels, you are just consumed by so many questions and who or what is truly the
villain in the story. I believe that Collen truly outdid herself and this was a definitely fivestar read and will have you hanging off your seats. So, if you are looking for a thrilling book
with a dark, twisted, and sickening spin to it, I highly recommended this book.

As the greens of nature turn to hues of warm reds, oranges, and yellows,
the fall season rapidly approaches, and the last signs of summer
continue to fade away. With the arrival of fall comes a multitude of
unique festivities across the world. These traditions are often unique to
the culture and provide a deeper understanding of a particular culture’s
beliefs and values. Here at Grafton High School, with our community of
diverse students, families experience many different traditions to mark
the duration of the season. In this article, we will explore some of these
traditions our fellow students follow.
Thanksgiving:
Thanksgiving is a national holiday celebrated across the United States.
It started as a shared feast between the Plymouth colonists and
Wampanoag Native Americans. “It’s always nice to be able to spend
time with my family and share a meal with them,” said sophomore
Caroline Fannin.
Chuseok:
Chuseok is a festival celebrated in Korean culture. It occurs around the
autumn equinox and is a harvest-based festival. “My family celebrates
by gathering with other families and relatives, and we make traditional
foods and pay respect to our ancestors,” sophomore Phoebe Bang said.

Fall Traditions

By: Aruesha Srivastava
Diwali:
Diwali is one of the most popular festivals celebrated in
Indian culture. It is symbolically the victory of good versus
evil and the festival of light. In my family, we decorate our
house with many diyas (oil-based lamps), observe traditional
prayers, and partake in a family feast.
Día de Los Muertos:
Día de Los Muertos is a festival from Mexican culture. It is a
joyful celebration where friends and family who have passed
away are respected. “My mom and I usually make pan de
Muerto, and we set up an altar where we put pictures of
friends and relatives who have passed away along with the
marigolds and the food they liked,” sophomore Celeste
DeLuna said.
Mid-Autumn Festival:
Mid-Autumn Festival is a popular festivity celebrated in
Chinese culture and believed to be the time the moon is the
fullest in size, coinciding with the harvesting season. “My
family prepares and eats Mooncakes to celebrate the festival,”
sophomore Hannah Chen said.
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Voyage Literary and Art Magazine
"Abandoned House" by Annabelle Boyce
The paint on the walls, floor, and ceiling
Is fading away, cracked and peeling.
The walls and floor once a beautiful
blue,
Now faded and worn into a dull hue.
As abandoned as it seems, I still get a
feeling,
That I’m being watched through
doorways,
That they’re looking, peeking.
The ghosts of people who roamed long
ago,
Seem to be haunting under the stairs
below.
I feel that they know, and I hate that
they see
Where I’m going, have gone, or where I
used to be.
I don’t know what exactly what they
want with me,
Maybe all they want is to be let free.
Yet I take my time, walking slow,
In the house that someone used to
know.

"Macabre Nightmares"
submitted by Douglas
Miller, junior

"Welcome to Salem" by Aviance Henderson

"Who's Watching" by Chloe Supplee

A shiver crawls up my spine
A leaf crunches under my foot
Windy drafts tugging at my hair
Whispers of darkness fill the room
The stairs creaking with each step
I take
The stench of rotting wood and old
house
The fear of something here
watching me
The eyes in the paintings following
me around
Everything is watching me
But who's watching you?

"Abandoned" by Michael Nguyen
The sun shines its brightest as it is now exactly noon, but the darkness trapped by
the church is so overbearing you could mistake the time for midnight. The church, tainted
by its people, has not been the same since “the tragedy of Ordelia,” as the world calls it.
Supposedly nine years ago, today, these pools of water were pools of blood, and the mold
on the walls was the contents of people’s inner selves. This was once a holy place,
cherished by all that lived in the kingdom until the people of Tablon supposedly led a
massacre here.
It is the prevailing theory that the deaths of King Rodrigue Ordelia and his wife,
Ingrid, were brought about by the people of Tablon. They were one of the lesser territories
in the kingdom, and their lives and cultures did not find themselves in the mind of the
more prestigious areas of the domain. I am unfamiliar with the politics of the matter, but I
know that the king was meeting with them for positive diplomatic purposes that were not
for the benefit of his own house.
All that is recorded of that day is that the king arrived with his wife and royal guard,
then they were attacked and murdered brutally. The guard, of course, retaliated, but to no
avail as their king and his wife were killed. In the end, they all ended up tearing each other
apart, and no one has touched the area since. There is always, however, more than just the
kingdom’s side to every story.
People tend to stay away from anything remotely related to Tablon, and this building
happens to be right on its border. I cannot rest without answers, and I have not found
anything on the matter in my studies, so I figured coming here myself could give me some
solid evidence. The only people who dare to say anything against the supposed cause of the
tragedy are silenced for dishonoring our king or regarded as nothing more than fools who
accused the church of being haunted by ghosts. I have been working quietly on deciphering
the matter and luckily have not been caught. There has to be more to the story, though. I
know it.
The first thing I notice, after shaking the feeling of a hundred eyes of the dead staring
at me as I enter their domain, is that there is no trace of a massacre. While it has, of course,
been nine years, no one has touched the church, as I said before. Neither the people of
Tablon or the rest of the kingdom go near it for fear of sparking a civil war within the
country. There is no documentation of the area being cleaned up, and there is no

Continued on page 8
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Continued: "Abandoned" by Michael Nguyen

documentation of anyone coming to the church. There cannot be any; it is illegal to come here. Bones take much longer than nine years to
decay completely, and a knight’s armor is of such quality that it would not have decomposed by now. If everyone there were truly killed, it
would be impossible for the only thing out of the ordinary to be the moss, mold, water, and rust found throughout the building.
Those who outlawed the visitation of the area were the first and only people to go to the church after the tragedy. Their objective was
not to clear the area, to retrieve the bodies of the king and his wife. The king was given a great funeral, as his body was still intact. His
wife, however, was stated to have been dismantled so inhumanely that her body could not be recovered. I had never been in the presence
of the king, only his wife. She was a kind woman with a lovely smile. Although, I remember accounting that her smile did not reach her
eyes. Most people did not know that she was not originally of the kingdom but the neighboring empire. Even if they did know, they would
never admit it. Political turmoil between the empire and the kingdom is as old as time itself, which was why she had to marry. She loved
her husband, but she had so many stories of her homeland that she wished to return to. It is a shame that she was never able to return.
Unfortunately, I cannot find any more real clues. I have searched the entire church two times now, and all I have found is that there is
nothing here. It is a monumental clue, but unfortunately, not one with enough solid proof of the real causation. I cannot help but feel
someone is watching me, but it is only my nerves getting to me, so I shake it off. Maybe magic was used to carry out the massacre. Flames
would explain the lack of bloodstains and cadavers, but the building would have burned to the ground. I cannot wrap my head around it.
My coming here and seeing that there is nothing disproves the main accusations but gives me no leads towards a different explanation.
I have nothing to bring back and show that the people we hate may not be at fault, only my word that there was no massacre here.
Suddenly, the light shines perfectly on the object in the corner of my eye, allowing it to shout at me with its reflections. I walk over. One
dagger, bearing the seal of house Ordelia, submerged in a puddle. I pick it up.
This is the only weapon in the church, I’m sure of it, but why? A massacre cannot be carried out by one dagger. There was either one
person who happened to be both the fastest and most precise assassin in all the land, or the culprit only had two targets. The king and his
wife were set up, I know it. Their supposed killers were never in the building, and their former royal guard is still alive and in hiding.
Somebody had to have paid them off to let them assassinate the royal couple. I have to tell the kingdom; they can finally know the truth.
I begin my journey back by heading for the door when I am stopped by a familiar hand on my shoulder. It is a woman who wears a ring
that bears the image of the crest of Ordelia. I turn around, and she speaks to me.
“You shouldn’t have come, my friend.” Ingrid von Ordelia says to me, with that beautiful, fake smile. “Please forgive me.”
My chest opens up, and my heart spills out into the church, before God himself. My vision fades, and I see her vanish into thin air as I
become the only body left behind in this accursed church. -- The End??
I

Cartoon "Happy Halloween!" by Hayley McCall

"Undead Stare"
submitted by Michael
Reichle, senior
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