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TRANSITIONING BACK
BY ALLISON CANDELARIO

Just when students were starting to forget the halls
of Grafton High School, we were plopped back into
our uncomfortable, plastic seats. No more studying
in bed, eating snacks, or taking naps during class
even if we don’t admit it. Some students are having
a hard time transitioning back to school, they feel
overwhelmed with school work once again, and feel
like the workload is never ending. Sophomore
Sheridan Peeke said, “It felt unnatural to return. We
weren't used to it. We spent so long without
socializing that it felt weird, but it eventually got
better." With so much pressure for every student to
do their best they work to get the credit they
deserve after surviving a pandemic.

"I think I’m feeling okay,” said Sana Ahmad,
student at Grafton. “Attending in person with
COVID and all going on still has me a little
anxious.”

While going to school during a pandemic, it is hard to not stress over who is following guidelines and who is not. Many students try to stay out of
other's ways to protect not only themselves but the people around them and at home. It is reassuring that our administration is taking Covid
seriously for the protection of students, staff, and teachers. On the other hand, being back in the halls at Grafton gives students opportunities to
reconnect with friends, teachers, and staff. Sophomore Kelly Murphy said, “I have enjoyed seeing friends and getting an amazing high school
experience.” She has also had the opportunity to play field hockey again and is proud to be back into the groove of things. Many students have found
that getting back into a normal routine has helped them mentally. Furthermore, students like Breyana Harris love that they can be sociable again
and learn “face to face.”
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STARTING THE
YEAR OFF WITH
CHEER

FOOTBALL ARTICLE TITLE
BY: SHAUNA WHIPKEY

BY: ANDY WHIPKEY
A Warm Clipper Welcome
With the school year just beginning, Varsity Cheer had
already made waves with their volunteer work for the
school and Grafton community. (Below) The team
welcomed Clippers back to Grafton after weeks of back to
school prep. The team helped teachers set up classrooms,
sort books and supplies and even prepared a walkthrough
celebration for back to school. Varsity Cheer not only
helped High School students adjust back to in person
learning, but they were also busy setting up the middle
school classrooms!

Lending a Hand and a Friend
What perfect way to start the new school year than with a
new friend and school supply shopping? Varsity Cheer
couldn’t have agreed more! The team took on the YMCA
Bright Beginnings campaign where two cheerleaders were
paired with an elementary student to go back to school

Tackling their way into the new school year, Grafton's Varsity football team set high hopes
for the season after kicking off the first game with a win of 48-0 against Denbigh,

shopping. The campaign gave back to children in our local
communities with school supplies, backpacks, a hygiene
bag, and winter clothes.

Clipper Cheer
Join us in showing our Clipper Pride by
coming out to Bailey Field in support of
the team. In the upcoming weeks,
Grafton will go head to head with
Churchland, Tabb, and finally New Kent,
which will take place October 15th and
serve as the homecoming game. So, while
everyone gets in the school spirit, what
better way to celebrate your class than
with a Friday night Football game?

Giving Back and Moving Forward
The team (Above) continued to give back to their
community and give a warm welcome to the new school
year and to the upcoming holidays! The team began
preparations for the festive holidays by planning their
volunteer hours at the Salvation Army warehouse where

Hard Work Pays Off
With this year being both Quarterbacks'
senior year, the boys each set the goal of
making this season count by putting forth
as much of their own skill onto the
younger players as they can. "I always do
my best to offer a helping hand to my
teammates because I hope to leave the
team as strong as ever when I graduate,'
senior Bryson Fell said. The senior has
even taken it upon himself to show
freshman and JV player, Keith [Big Keith]
the ways of high school football by
helping him during practice and training
together.

they would sort toys, clothes and arrange gift boxes for
children! The team will also be supporting the Conner
Gweedo Memorial Foundation and Luke Messick Futbol
charities.

Clipper Charities
Sporting the neon theme, Clippers in
the student section were on the
edge of their seats as Grafton came
in by a close 12-13 against
Jamestown.

Sports Calendar
SEP 30:

Field Hockey: Varsity Game
New Kent vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School
Volleyball: Girls Varsity Game
Lafayette vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School

OCT 4:

Field Hockey: Varsity Game
Warhill vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School

The team also encouraged Clippers to get out into their
local community and volunteer alongside them with
opportunities such as: Toys for Tots, Friends of the York
County Library and more! Notable Clippers and Clipper
leaders have participated in Toys for Tots every Holiday
season through the math department and the team hoped
to inspire more volunteers!

OCT 5:

OCT 7:

OCT 6:

OCT 8:

Volleyball: Girls Varsity Game
Grafton vs. Jamestown @ Jamestown High School
Cross Country: Boys Varsity District Meet
Multiple Schools vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School
Cross Country: Girls Varsity District Meet
Multiple Schools vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School
Field Hockey: Varsity Game
Grafton vs. Smithfield @ Smithfield High School
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Volleyball: Girls Varsity Match
York vs. Grafton @ Grafton High School
Football: Varsity Game
Grafton vs. Tabb @ Bailey Field

OCT 11:

Field Hockey: Varsity Game
Poquoson vs. Grafton @ Bailey Field
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FALL FASHION FAVORITES

BOOK REVIEWS

BY: NATANYA BATH
Fashion has always been a popular activity to indulge in.
Each month and year brings out different fashion pieces and
trends. Grafton students don’t miss a chance to be active in
these trends, this year is no different. From celebrities to
school kids, people have been seeing these trends all around.
The more you see something the more you grow to want it or
wear it. Making trends easy to trend. With October around
the corner, let’s take a minute to reminisce about the fashion
trends during September.
Sweater Vests
Sweater vests have been trending like crazy again since 2020
in America. And I am not complaining these vest can be
dated back to 1882 and were popular in the UK during the
1970s. Sweater vests have been made with new designs,
patterns and textures, so there are many to choose from.
To bring the preppy trend in more, we have
Pleated Skirts
Pleated skirts have been a staple for a while but recently
more students have been wearing them to school making
them more noticeable. Pleated skirts are one of the most
flattering skirts and are a more stylish option to the 2010s
skater skirt. School uniform looks have never gone out of
style.
Cardigans and Sweaters
Knit ware has been all over the fashion blogs and websites
lately. Cardigans and sweaters are a big reason for it.

There are many more but here are some basics as well:
Cropped White tees
Ripped Jeans
Adidas Jacket
Graphic T-shirts

Number of pages: 517
Rating: ✩✩✩✩✩
Genre: Science Fiction, Dystopian
Fiction, Adventure Fiction
Image
By:
Scholastic
At first, I was skeptical about reading this new prequel story
that
was
now a
part of “The Hunger Games” series because I don’t usually like prequel stories.

However, right away I was already in love with the story. The Ballad of
Songbirds and Snakes is a prequel story to the popular Hunger Games trilogy
dating back to the 10thannual Hunger Games where a young Coriolanus Snow,
future President of Panem, mentors the female tribute, Lucy Gray, from
District 12. Coriolanus must mentor his tribute well enough for her to win the

By Sarah Ahmad

infrastructure, over 50,000 Afghan civilians
dead, and an oppressive regime in place of
the democratically elected government of
Dr. Ghani. However, Afghanistan was not
always the war stricken and desolate place
that we see it as today- in fact she had won
her freedom generations ago. In 1978 a
natural and organic liberation movement

them being the Taliban. Reagan soon took
over and furthered this mission, arming the
jihadists with stinger misses and giving
them a clear win over the Soviet-backed

overthrew the monarchy under King Zahir
Shah and began a new chapter for the
nation. Progressive, secular, and what some
might call “socialist”, the PDPA began

PDPA. Another nation was brought to the
ground, manipulated like a piece on a chess

reshaping the country. Women and

9/11 that our favorite religious fanatics in
Afghanistan started to not look so great.
With cries about how terribly backwards
and oppressive the Taliban are, the U.S

problem with this seemingly perfect
government- they supported and were
backed by the Soviet Union. Given that this
was at the height of the Cold War, the rise
of the PDPA government with its leftist
agenda was viewed with alarm by the
United States and its allies. So, the nations
who prided themselves on honoring
democracy and modern ideals decided that
it was time to reel Afghanistan, with its
strategic location and abundant supplies of
natural resources, in as one of their newest
imperialist conquests.

board on which the game of world
domination is being played. It was only after

invaded yet again. Sending bombs that fell
like hail on the cursed nation, the U.S.
declared itself as the one fighting for the
liberation of the people in Afghanistan,
promising to bring an end to the evil regime
of the Taliban - the evil which we had
created. Now, as this endless war finally
comes to a close, we as a nation must
remember the suffering in Afghanistan as
the direct result of our leaders’ greed and
imperialist motives. It is time to stop
viewing people and countries as disposable
pieces in our many conquests abroad.

*Note: Opinion pieces are written from the viewpoint of the author and do not necessarily reflect Grafton or YCSD beliefs or policies. All
aspects of the newspaper are student created.

Would you like to support
the Newspaper and Literary
magazine? Your ad can go
here! Contact Ms. Ayres at
cayres@ycsd.york.va.us for
details and pricing.

Hunger Games, which will help him reclaim his family name after they’ve
fallen due to the war a decade prior. Together, Coriolanus and Lucy Gray do
their best to work together in preparation for the Hunger Games. Their story
was an interesting story with twists and turns in between that I never would
have thought that I would like. The ending was so surprising that I had to
keep going back to re-read it because I didn’t think any of it would happen. I
would recommend this story to anyone who likes a good action story, that
also deals with unlikely relationships forming. Even if you don’t like action,
friendship, or even prequel stories, I would recommend that you read this
book because it will give you a story as you’ve never read before. I knew I had
my doubts about this story at the start, but I knew right away that the whole
story would be one that I would go back and read again.

Books vs
Movies

At the end of his presidency, Jimmy Carter
launched Operation Cyclone- an undercover
CIA mission that funneled billions of dollars
in weapons and cash to its allies, namely
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, who then trained
the opposition rebels fighting against the
PDPA. These rebels were the mujahedeen. A
group of right wings, radical Islamists, who
later broke off into multiple groups- one of

sprung in the Asian country. The People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA)

minorities were given their freedoms, an
education campaign was launched, and
substantial investments in infrastructure
were made. However, there was one

The Ballad of Songbirds
Collins

Imperialism's Stain on Afghanistan
Afghanistan after 20 years, we left behind a
country ravaged by destruction. Crumbling

By: Ariana Jimenez

and Snakes By: Suzanne

Ariana Jimenez, sporting a cute cardigan says, "I was looking at fashion
inspiration and I really liked cardigans and wanted to incorporate
them into my every day outfits”

As the last U.S military personnel left

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes

By: Parker Myer

Image By: Theatrical release poster

Some books capture such an audience that they are adapted into other formats
such as movies and tv shows. With this expansion then they can create an even
wider following and praise. Many of our generations grew up watching the movies
and then later reading the books. Often making us realize that “the books are
better than the movies” and trust me, they really are. A good example of this starts
off with the first book in the Immortal Instruments Series, The City of Bones by
Cassandra Clare. For those interested in the supernatural the book follows a
“mundane” named Clary Fray, a fifteen-year-old, who lives in New York City with her
mother. She was out for the night with her best friend Simon and stumbled into a
club which leads her to meet many new people and a realization that there are
more than humans in this world. I highly enjoyed this book and found it an
addictive read. So, when I saw that it was adapted into a movie and a tv show series
I immediately checked them both out. The movie ended up being more accurate to
the books than the tv show did. The tv show changed many things about Clary like
her age for the attention of an older audience. However, the movie really did bring
the true story and the magic atmosphere the book has while you are reading it to
life.
A more recent adaption of a book into a Netflix series is Shadow and Bone, by Leigh
Barduago. It’s about an orphan named Alina who attempts to travel across the
Shadow Fold, but then when her best friend Mal gets hurt she unleashes her inner
powers that she never knew she possessed. In the book you follow her through her
journey of learning how to use her powers properly and in the process finds her
true self. This book was a motivational and heart wrenching read and shows you
that you do not need the permission of others to succeed. Everything relies on you,
and it is your way to decide how you want to use it. Since there was so much praise
it was adapted into a show and came out on Netflix earlier this year. It includes
characters from her other duology Six of Crow helping you become ingulfed into
this universe.
The more common books that seem to be adapted into movies are the re-creation
of classics. I first watched Pride and Prejudice as a movie and then became obsessed
with Elizabeth Bennett and how she is extremely independent. The book has you
follow this female protagonist with her character development and realization of
how wrong her hasty judgment was as she learns the distinction between
appearances of goodwill and genuine goodness. The book however is more fixated
on her character development than the recent movie adaption. The movie adaption
brings this sense of enemies to lovers trope with Mr. Darcy and has Elizabeth’s
belief evolution as a miniscule conflict. In my opinion, if you are rather interested in
better character analysis and fixation then I would first read the books. While
movies and tv shows are great and entertaining, nothing will ever compare to the
original book itself.
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New Students Getting
Involved

FUN FRIDAY
BY: Eli Maresh

Kicking off the new school year, students attended
the first Fun Friday of the year! The event took
place at Grafton’s anchor loop where students got
to partake in many fun activities! With bean bag
toss, spike ball, giant Jenga, outdoor board games,
and more, students enjoyed starting off the year
with friends and new students. Students got to
shake off the stress of going back to school by
connecting with friends, and treating themselves
to hotdogs, funnel cake fries, and lemonade!

By: Faith Swindler

As schools opened for in person classes, students bustled through the halls.
Unlike previous years, rising freshmen and new students were challenged to
navigate an unfamiliar school while following COVID-19 safety precautions. As a
transfer student these interactions have made it difficult to connect with
people. Kiera Brown, freshman, had a similar experience: “It was rough starting
out and getting used to being back in the building, especially while wearing
masks.” Yet, many students, like sophomore Abby Poole, have been able to
overcome the challenges of the pandemic. When asked about her interactions
with fellow classmates, Poole stated, “I was able to meet a lot of new people
with the mask precautions.”

Students believed the first Fun Friday to be a success
and encourage more people to attend future events!
Fun Fridays are a great way to hang out with your
friends and be more engaged with school activities.
They’re also a great way to raise school spirit.
Students thank Boyd’s Tasty Dogs food truck for
serving their popular fruity lemonades and tasty
funnel cake fries. Groups of friends could be seen
enjoying their food, games, and filling the air with
laughter. We thank everyone for coming out and
encourage more people to come out to the future
Fun Fridays! Join us for our next Fun Friday on
October 1st!

Nonetheless, there were many opportunities for students to be a part of their
community such as sports teams, clubs, and extracurricular activities. Kiera
Brown, a member of the Varsity Golf Team, built connections by joining sports.
Brown says, “Tournaments are fun because not only do you get to play golf, but
you can also make new friends.” Students were encouraged to explore their
interests and meet new friends by joining different clubs such as Debate, Girls
Who Code, Fashion club, and honor societies. Students also bonded with
classmates at after-school events like Fun Fridays, sports tailgates, dances, and
cheering at games. As the school year kicked off to a bustling start, new and
returning students were given a warm welcome to create lasting memories!

Homecoming Dates
Spirit Week Voting: Sep. 20-23
HOCO Spirit Week:
Oct. 11-16
HOCO Tailgate:
Oct. 15 @ 5pm
HOCO Football Game:
Oct. 15 @ 7pm
Homecoming: Oct. 16

SAIL INTO HOMECOMING
By: Yana Vora
Clippers, you know what time it is: It is Homecoming season! On this exciting year, we
are celebrating Grafton’s 25th year anniversary! Homecoming week will be from
October 11th – 16th. The overall theme will be “Setting Our Sails for Adventure” so grab
your travel attire for this adventure! For our annual hallway decorating contest,
Freshmen are the Safari, Sophomores are the mountains, Juniors are the cities, and
Seniors are under the sea. Hallway decorating information can be found on fliers
around the school and on social media. Students will be able to start voting for spirit
days starting Monday, September 20th. QR codes for the online voting form can be
found posted around the building and on social media platforms. Along with spirit
week, hallway decorating, and the dance, there will also be a tailgate for students,
faculty, and families. It will be at 5 PM prior to the homecoming football game at
Bailey Field with food trucks, games, and more! We hope to see you there!
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Voyage Literary and Art Magazine
"Anxious" by Lanna Rogers
I walk through the glass doors
They swing open, squeaking
Take a quick breath, look down at the floors
I’m trying to smile. I can’t hear, even with you speaking
Sit down, the chair falls
I pick it up quickly, face red
Looking anywhere but your face. The desk, the walls.
I realize I’m doing it again. I’m in my head.
I think how stupid I sound, to myself.
I can’t go on like this.
One cannot so blatantly judge themselves.
Everything makes sense. I’m out of the abyss.
I’m not here for others, instead for me.
Focus on what I like, and friends will follow.
You’re like me at least to some degree.
They’re envious of how I refuse to wallow.
I won’t give others the satisfaction.
I’m here for me, remember?
I’m not gauging some sort of stupid reaction.
It’s different like Green Day said, different this September.
A small smile appears, I look to my left.
A kid looks up at me. I see myself in his eyes.
He nods, understanding.
I’m ready.

"Anxiety Controls" by Chloe Supplee
Overwhelming voices echo in the halls
A sharp pain arises in my stomach
My heart racing
Faster and faster with each step I take
I miss home
Too many people
My chest feels tight
It feels like I can't breathe
I feel lost
I miss home
Watching the clock tick
Each tick closer to leaving
tick tick tick
So many people...
I miss home
It was quiet.
Calm.
Safe.
Alone.
I wanna go back home.

"Burnt Out" by Abigayle Stamper

"Swept" by Marley Ricciarelli
I never know the date or the time anymore

Or the year or where I am or where I am supposed to
I don’t really want to be here
be
The school day moves slowly like honey dripping
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
from a honeycomb,
Where all I can see is the eyes of the people, I used to
I don’t care when the new information isn’t all
know
clear,
But it’s hard to find the beauty amid an inescapable
All I really want to do is go home,
illness
I really am being sincere
Walking through the halls feels post-apocalyptic
I can be stiff and quiet like a gnome
And that the credits to a strange sci-fi movie should be
And sometimes I just like to interfere
rolling
I am always tired, even when I’m at home
Stuck in a limbo between normal and the unknown
Close to the light at the end of the tunnel
Sometimes I wish I could persevere
But every step I take is 30 steps back
Instead of daydreaming that I was in Rome,
My house feels like the only safe space
Or that I wish I could just disappear
Going to school feels like entering a zombie war zone
But I always end up being the person that
And most days I'm pretty convinced I might not make
aimlessly roams
it back home
I just wish I could be done with this stupid school
And that I might just crumble into a million pieces
year
And have to be returned home in a dustpan
Swept up with a broom

"Back in School" by Madi Livingood
Being back in school feels like experiencing freshman year all over
again. I’m having to renavigate the social platform without going up in
flames and it’s much harder than I thought it would be. It feels like I’m
constantly stepping on eggshells because not only has everyone else
changed, but I have too. It feels like my whole image morphed into
something else because before corona hit, I was this 3-sport athlete who was
very outgoing and didn’t really care what others thought about her. After I
lived through that long period of my life where I had all the time in the world
to think about myself and where I stood in this world, I came out as this very
antisocial person who gets anxious over literally anything and realized what
I wanted to focus on. It felt like I was able to find myself, but then again, I
started to overthink everything. Was this person I became really me or was
it just a product of living in a world where we were in complete lockdown
because we had never faced something like this before? I honestly didn’t
know and that’s what makes becoming a part of the outside world again so
much harder for those who don’t do well in social situations just like myself.
Putting myself out there again as been so hard and while I’m struggling to
stay afloat, I’m also starting to realize that the person I am today is the real
me. Yes, there are some unwanted casualties that came out of being locked
indoors for almost two years like constantly overthinking everything, but it’s
me and I’m ok with who I am knowing what we all went through.
Going away from the social aspect of being back in school, it sucks
having to learn how to be a good student again. I have always been an
almost all A student, but corona driving us to do online school really put me
through something I wish nobody will ever have to go through again. I felt as
if I didn’t actually need to try because everything felt so fake. I will openly
say I have never had grades as horrible as the ones my sophomore year.
There were times I felt like just giving up, and honestly, I still go through
those phases where I wish I could just stop. I’m having to readjust to the
workload of not just one but three AP classes as well as overall harder
courses. I can’t just wiggle my way through anymore since college is now less
than two years away. Coming out of this, however, I can somewhat
confidently say that while it hasn’t been anywhere near easy trying to
become a member of society again, I am managing, and I hope that
everything can be more normalized in the future.
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Personal Essay "How Do I?" by Christian White
It’s my first day of school and I don’t want to care. I don’t want to care about my outfit, my hair, my body, any of it. Unavoidably, I do. It
seems as though eyes are always on me. As I get ready in the morning, I need to make sure I have as little imperfections as possible. My
shoes have a smudge. My hair is frizzier than I wanted it to be. Is that a pimple? I hope my face mask covers it. How do I stop caring about
my presentation? I can’t, there’s no answer. I must judge myself before others judge me. I need to be my harshest critic or else someone
might notice my flaws.
I exit the car and make my way to the entrance. Are my pants too tight? Is my posture too stiff? I’m a male. Others my age seem to never
to care about these things. High school guys appear so casual, as if they couldn’t be bothered by their nose being too big, or their hands
looking too chubby. As I’m about to enter this social arena, I need to know how to move on. How do I rid myself of these vulnerabilities?
How do I project my non-existent unconcern?
“Here.” I say for attendance. Did my voice crack? That’s enough speaking for the rest of the class period. I can never form the perfect
words to say anyway. I wonder if anyone else has that problem. Do they? Or is this just another one of my stupid insecurities. Stupid.
Everything I’m worried about is stupid. How do I get over myself? Truthfully, I’m not a shy person, I’m just afraid of being judged. I’m also
not insecure, I just don’t appreciate myself. I feel trapped inside of my own, imperfect body. Do I ever get to stop worrying? It hurts to be
my worst enemy.
Laying in the comfort and safety of my bed, I reflect on my day. I made it a whole day without facing embarrassment. I should be
relieved; I achieved my goal. No one noticed the way my stomach poked out, or how the skin on my nose was peeling. Or maybe they did.
How am I supposed know if they saw my imperfections? How do I control what others think of me? The answer is simple, I never will. No
matter how hard I try to loosen my shirt or hide my acne, people will judge me. My biggest problem is that I try to beat them to it. It’s a
race of judgement, and I’m winning. What am I critiquing though, my body? I’ve been doing that for years. When was the last time I spared
myself a compliment? I’m done hating myself for things I can’t change.
On the second day of school, I’ve already noticed the disfigurement of my face. My jaw line is puffy, but my freckles look nice. My eyes
are too far apart, but a beautiful brown. Before last night, I’ve never considered that judgment goes both ways. It’s only fair if I notice my
attributes as well as my defects. I spent so much time harping on myself for my bodily image, but what else can I bring to the table? I’ll
never know what I can do until I try. So, unlike yesterday, I don’t care. I don’t care about the stain on my pants or wrinkle in my shirt.
Instead, I want to know how I can be outgoing? Who can I observe to study how to be extroverted? Can I do it on my own? One thing I know
with one hundred percent certainty is that if I don’t try, I’ll never get results. By spending less time degrading myself, I have more time to
build up enough confidence to say “hello”. This new mindset is going to take time to build, and I’m willing to change at all costs.

Cartoon "Back to School!" by Hayley McCall

"Mosaic Booklet"by (Grade 10) Sana Ahmad

"Mini Sketch Book" by (Grade 10) Sana Ahmad
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